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McCarthyism Research Assignment 

 Fear of Communism in the 1950s  

o In the 1950s there was a prominent fear of Communism in the United States... (Website 

1). 

o In 1954, the Communist Control Act was… (Website 5). 

 Senator Joe McCarthy  

o Senator Joe McCarthy entered the Senate inconspicuously in 1950, but four short years 

later he left infamously with a censure against him… (Website 2). 

o Sen. McCarthy published a book called McCarthyism: The Fight for America, which… 

(Website 2). 

 House Un-American Activities Committee  

o The House of Un-American Activities Committee, known as the HUAC, was created as a 

result of the McCarran Act, which… (Website 3). 

o  

 The Hollywood Ten  

o In 1947, ten "unfriendly witnesses," cited the First Amendment rather than the Fifth, 

and…  (Website 4). 

o  
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Website 1: http://writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/mccarran-act-intro.html 

Website 2: http://writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/mccarthy-bio.html 

Website 3: http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/huac-main.html 

Website 4: http://writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/learn-from-blacklist.html 

Website 5: http://writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/comm-control-act.html 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

*Note: I only required my students to include informal citations and an informal works cited page, 

formatted like my exemplar.  I had the students use this informal method because they had just had a 

formal essay assignment the week before.  I did not want this assignment to be difficult or time 

consuming, yet I did not want them to leave citations out; therefore, I had them cite informally. 

 

 


